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INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SAB-02 10-13 SSO-OO NSCE-00 INRE-00 
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L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 
OMB-01 /068W 

251742Z 106138/41 

O R 251701Z MAR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY PANAMA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1217 
AMEMBASSY BOGOTA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY CARACAS 
AMEMBASSY SAN JOSE 
INFO PANCANAL 
USCINCSO 

UNCLAS PANAMA 2134 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, PN, US, VE, CO 

SUBJECT: NEGOTIATORS VISIT VENEZUELA AND COLOMBIA 

SPANISH LANGUAGE MORNING PAPERS GAVE PROMINENT PLAY TO VISIT 
OF CANAL TREATY CO-NEGOTIATORS TO CARACAS AND BOGOTA. ALL 
THREE DAILIES NOTED PRESIDENT PEREZ’ EXPRESSED OPTIMISM ON 
NEOGTIATING PROGRESS AND THAT CO-NEGOTIATORS VISIT WAS IN 
RESPONSE TO HIS DESIRE TO BE FULLY INFORMED ON ISSUES IN 
THE TALKS. PRO-GOP ERSA PRESS, "MATUTINO" AND "CRITICA”, 

HOWEVER, CARRY SPANISH NEWS AGENCY EFE STORY ON NEGOTIATORS' 

VISIT TO VENEZUELA WITH A PURPORTED STATEMENT FROM AMBASSADOR 
BUNKER THAT "IF PANAMA WERE TOUGH (IN THE NEGOTIATIONS) THE 
AMERICANS WOULD BE EVEN TOUGHER.” SAME ARTICLE CLAIMS 
INCORRECTLY THAT NEGOTIATORS WILL VISIT SAN JOSE AS WELL AS 
BOGOTA TODAY. SEMI-INDEPENDENT "LA ESTRELLA" WITH AP 
COVERAGE, GAVE STRAIGHT REPORTED ON THE AMBASSADORS' CON- 
VERSATIONS WITH PRESIDENT PEREZ WITH NO MENTION OF 
"TOUGHNESS” ON EITHER SIDE. 
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